6-year-old
girl oif on
mercy trip

BY ARMAND NOCUM

ANOTHER girl with a feeble heant

teikes her own foumney of hope.

. Mika Agustin, 6, sccompanied
by ker imother snd Bn avnt, yes-

terday flew 10 Coneda ta undergo

heart sucgery, for free,

Mika has 2 congenital heart
nilment known 25 veniriculsr sepral
delect (VSD), whichis snidio afflict
about 5 percent of litlle childeem.

In layman’s terms, Mika wes

barn with a life-threatening hole in -

her heant.

In roking the mercy trip, s is
fotlowing in the footsteps of Love
Joy Cauillo of Nepros Oceidesmial,
wha was 4 when she had a snecessful
heart operation in that North
American country in December
1997, alse for a hole im hee headt.

"It was after reading the story of
Loeve Joy in the Inguimen that
decided to write the Herbie
Faundation to help my darghtes,”
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6-year-old girl off on mercy trlp

(From page 1)
Mika's mother Luzviminda Agustii
said yesterday before boarding the
Night 1hat would take them to
Canada. With thesn was Mika's aunt,
Bealrice Antanio.

Mika s scheduled to undecgo
operxian at the Toronto Bespital
far Sick Children, are of the wotld's
largeal pediatric henlth science
centers, whese Love Joy had her
auwn open-heast surgery. The Herbie
Foundalicn ruvs a tree heart sucgery
program In the hospital.

Mika's surpery will lake pince
an Oct, 13, according (o Lhe
Cunadion Embassy in Mamila.

Yves Beaulicu, the secondocy
secrelury and vice consul of the
Canndian Embassy, seid that while
the Tocomte hospital will cover
Mika's surpery 2od olher nedical
nceds, Filipioo and Canadion
retidents of Kamsack, Saskal-
chewan, Cannda bave offered lo
pick the inb for the other expenses
that 1he gitl and her compamions
will jecur in theic lwo-month stay.

Canadian Aidlines szd Cathay
Pacific also affered 10 provide free
plrme fickets fer Miko, her mother
and her Hunt.

Like Love Joy's mother, ¥s
Agustin is 2 teacher. Her lusband
is an employee of the ceraus and
stalisticy office in Tuguegorao,

Cngnya-n

The Agustins have six
children.

Mi Agusiin said a local doctor
had told them they would need
P100,000 for Mika's operation. *1
thaught | wauld never be able ta
save that much roncy to glve my
daughter a nooma) (U, " she said.

She quoted the doctors 25 saying
that Mika's condition makes her
susceplible 1o major medlea)
complicalions, or even death in her
teen years.

Hope came when My Agustin
rerd nboul Love Jay's stoty in the
Jquieer in 1997, She wrole the
Hetbie Foundation describing her
daughter’s candition and asking for
help.

She got a reply after three
monihs: Caradimn doctors tofd her
they had chosen lo maoke Mika o
beneliciary of their frec beart
3urgETY program,

Al'thke Ninoy Aquino Inter-
national Airport just befors
bonrding time, Mika was the picture
of # healthy gisl. She ficlicked m
the MNoiz departure lounge,
apparently ipnoring the bustle
around her. Ske was hogging 2
stulfed wlite bear.

"You'll sce real bears ot the
Turenie Zoo,” Ihe Cunadian
Einbassy's Beaulicu Lol her.

‘l‘Ilp\NKS ta l,:wve Juv, Mlkm‘\gus‘lm 6,isnow ntllu'.- Tumuln ospitul
far Siek Children for open-lieart surgery. She's shown ali ber mather
Luavimlodu Agusiin feenter) with Cooadien Yiee Consal Yves Heavlien
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Apustins' departure Priday. KOG ER MARGAILD



