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CANADA COMES TO ATD OF SICK PINAY GIRL. The Toron.
to Hospital for Sick Children’s ‘Herbie Foundation’ provides
financial support for open-heart surgery and med{cal treat.
ment far Mika Agustin, a 5-year-old girl from Tuguegarao,
Cagaysn Province, whao has been suffering from Ventricilar
Septal Defect (VED), 2 congenital defoct of the heart com-
mon to sbout 5% of younyg chijldren. I{ socure when & small
hole in a child’s heart dues not cloze during an infant’s ear.
ly stage of development. This condition renders a ohild sus-
ceptible to major medical copiplicntions or even death by
their teen years. Agide fram Herbie Foundation’s support,
fund-raisring and sponsorship haa also been assnmed by res-
idents of Kamgack, 8agkatchewan. Mika, accompanted by
her mother and her aunt, left for Capada on Oct 1, courtasy
of Canadian Airlines and Cathay Pacific, to begin pre-oper-
ative medical teating in Toronto. Her surgery will take
place on Oct. 18, 1999 at the Hospital for 8{ak Chfldren in
Toronto, one of the largest pediatric academic health sci-
enoe centers in the world. For over 40 years, the hospitsl
has carried out rasearch which created pesitive {mpact on
children’s health Improvement. Their research activitiea
encompags everything from bagic resaarch.conducted at the
lsboratory bench to inquirics made at the:Bedside and out
in the community. Awardiog Miks and her mother Luzvi-
minda Agustin (center) the round-trip t{cket to Canads is
Mercedes Laurel-Marquez (left), country manager of Cana-
dian Ajrlines, with Yveg Beaulisu (right), second secretzry
and vice-consul of the Canadian Embassy,
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